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Letter: Ferry captain was wrongly
prosecuted
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OPINDN: The statement of intent on Maritime New Zealand's website advises of its mandate to make life at sea safer.

There arc also references to its mission of workirg trogether (presumablywith hose in the industry) by tsing tle wlues of integrity,

commiEnent and respect.

These are noble ideals but are in stark contrast with their ill- advised decision to prosecute Cook Strait ship-master Captain Jofur

Henderson for a perceived failure on his part to ft"dfil his resporsibilities as master of a ship.

As an important component of the NewZealard shipping industry, master mariners can considerthemsehes luckytrnt people still

exist like Judge Tom Broadmore, who have the eperience and common sense to recognise wtren a case such as this is weak in

ttrat it lacks arry eMdence of darger, ard irevitably becomes a sheer waste of tapalers' money.

It can only be hoped trat Maritime New Zealand will be reviewing the case il brougl'rt against Captain Henderson and in frrture will

resofue any similar incidents in a more circumspect manrer, thereby saMng itself furher embanassment.

When exposed for public viewirg, stiatements of intent, mandates and mission statements all do have meaning and beeome very

relevant in their e:ecution.

KENNETH D WATT

NZ Company of Master ilarinerc

- @ Falrfax NZ News
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